Key indicators: single-crystal X-ray study; T = 298 K; mean (C-C) = 0.006 Å; R factor = 0.046; wR factor = 0.097; data-to-parameter ratio = 15.6.
In the title thiocyanate-bridged polynuclear copper(II) complex, [Cu(C 10 H 12 NO 3 )(NCS)] n , the Cu atom is fivecoordinated in a square-pyramidal geometry, with one phenolato O, one imino N and one hydroxy O atom of a Schiff base ligand and one thiocyanato N atom defining the basal plane, and with one thiocyanato S atom occupying the apical position. In the crystal structure, pairs of adjacent complex molecules are linked through intermolecular O-HÁ Á ÁO hydrogen bonds into dimers. The dimers are further linked via CuÁ Á ÁS interactions, forming two-dimensional layers parallel to the bc plane.
Related literature
For the biological properties of Schiff bases, see: Bhandari et al. (2008) 
Experimental
Crystal data [Cu(C 10 Table 1 Selected bond lengths (Å ).
Table 2
Hydrogen-bond geometry (Å , ). Data collection: SMART (Bruker, 1998 ); cell refinement: SAINT (Bruker, 1998) ; data reduction: SAINT; program(s) used to solve structure: SHELXS97 (Sheldrick, 2008 ); program(s) used to refine structure: SHELXL97 (Sheldrick, 2008) ; molecular graphics: SHELXTL (Sheldrick, 2008) ; software used to prepare material for publication: SHELXTL. 
Comment
Schiff bases are a kind of versatile compounds, which possess excellent biological properties (Bhandari et al., 2008; Sinha et al., 2008; Sondhi et al., 2006; Singh et al., 2006) . The metal complexes derived from Schiff bases have been extensively studied (Assey et al., 2010; Thiam et al., 2010; Montazerozohori et al., 2009; Eltayeb et al., 2009) . In this paper, a new thiocyanato-bridged polynuclear copper(II) complex with the Schiff base 2-[(2-hydroxyethylimino)methyl]-6-methoxyphenol is reported.
The complex is a thiocyanato-bridged polynuclear copper(II) complex, as shown in Fig (Table 1 ).
In the crystal structure, the adjacent complex molecules are linked through intermolecular O-H···O hydrogen bonds (Table 2) , to form a dimer. The dimers are further linked via Cu···S interactions, forming a two-dimensional layers parallel to the bc plane (Fig. 2) . . Other H atoms were placed in idealized positions and constrained to ride on their parent atoms with C-H distances of 0.93-0.97 Å, and with U iso (H) set at 1.2U eq (C) and 1.5U eq (C10).
sup-2 Figures   Fig. 1 . The structure of the title complex with 30% probability displacement ellipsoids. 
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